
 
 
Mr Tim Davie,   
Director – General,  
BBC, 
Broadcasting House, 
Portland Place, 
London  W1A 1AA 
 
17th February 2021 
 
Dear Mr Tim Davie, 
 
We are writing to complain about the BBC’S commercial interest in the proposed London Resort 
theme park which currently threatens the Swanscombe Peninsula in North Kent. We believe any 
such interest is in direct conflict with the BBC’s Greener Broadcasting strategy.   
 
Three conservation charities are actively campaigning to protect the Swanscombe Peninsula. Kent 
Wildlife Trust, the RSPB and Buglife state that the peninsula should be declared a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), and as such, protected from development.  
 
Together, they have delivered a report to Natural England, the UK public body responsible for 
protecting and improving England's natural environment.   
 
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2021/02/Swanscombe-SSSI-letter-to-Marian-Spain-1.pdf   
 
The report is backed by 77 signatories, including the heads of 24 conservation organisations, 
alongside more than 30 former officers from Natural England and its predecessors English Nature 

and the Nature Conservancy Council.   
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-kent-55963724   
 
Buglife state: “In our experience there has rarely, if ever, been a stronger case made for the SSSI 
designation and protection of a wildlife site.” They also state: “… the development will not deliver 

‘a net gain in biodiversity’ - it will destroy a nationally important wildlife site.”   
 
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2021/02/Swanscombe-SSSI-rationale-Feb-2021.pdf   
 
Building the London Resort on the Swanscombe Peninsula would impact on 76 hectares of 
priority habit. The wonderful rare/endangered wildlife found here includes; hundreds of 
invertebrates, water voles, lizards, plants such as the Man orchid and the Peninsula is a crucial 
area for nesting birds. Swanscombe Peninsula is also home to the critically endangered 
Distinguished Jumping Spider, found in only one other area in the whole of the UK.  
 
The BBC’s Greener Broadcasting strategy   
 
The strategy opens with an introduction by Tony Hall, the BBC’s recent Director General. He 
states: “… as a publicly-funded organisation, the BBC has a particular duty to ensure we are doing 
everything we can to keep our environmental impact to a minimum.”   
 
The strategy states the following:   

https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2021/02/Swanscombe-SSSI-letter-to-Marian-Spain-1.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-kent-55963724
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2021/02/Swanscombe-SSSI-rationale-Feb-2021.pdf


 
Our aim: BBC staff always act responsibly to reduce our environmental impacts.   
 
The strategy will be managed by the BBC sustainability team but its success relies entirely on the 
engagement and support of everyone at the BBC. From our most senior leaders to our junior 
colleagues, creating a sustainable BBC is everyone’s responsibility and the environmental benefits 

will be shared by everyone too.   
 
Over the course of the Charter we will achieve this by:   
 
• Ensuring accountability for the strategy rests with senior managers   
 
• Setting bespoke goals for BBC divisions to help deliver the strategy   
 
• Integrating sustainability as a core BBC value, running through all processes and informing 

decisions   
 
As with other companies, any environmental impact caused by the BBC does not only affect the 
organisation. We all share the benefits and downsides of how we treat the environment. This is 
particularly relevant to the BBC as we are funded by our audiences through the licence fee. It is our 
responsibility to limit activities which may indirectly cause harm.   
 
By expressing commercial interest in the proposed theme park, the BBC has allowed the London 
Resort to use the BBC’s name and reputation when promoting the theme park. This gives the 
impression that the BBC sees no environmental concern in the application, seriously undermining 
the wildlife charities that are working so hard to protect this valuable site.   
 
https://londonresort.info/news/paramount-pictures-and-the-london-resort-reignite-

partnership/    
 
There is increasing public concern about environmental issues. As a public service broadcaster, 
the BBC should not be supporting a project that will have a disastrous impact on biodiversity. The 
London Resort claims to be ‘sustainable’ but as Buglife states “the development will not deliver ‘a 

net gain in biodiversity’ - it will destroy a nationally important wildlife site”.  
 
In the circumstances, the BBC should publicly withdraw their commercial interest and 
partnership from the London Resort, or publicly state why the BBC is continuing to support such a 

damaging development.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you.   
 
Yours faithfully,   
 
Save Swanscombe Peninsula,   
 
Laura Edie,  
Donna Zimmer, 
Karen Lynch, 
Mark Warnett, 
Ian Tokelove.   
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